Curious Colorations
Background Information
Organisms have evolved and adapted over time to use colors and patterns to
their advantage—whether that be for blending in or standing out. Different
colorations serve different purposes in the environment, and many of them are
patterns that even humans use and pick up on. Think of a monarch butterfly:
it’s bright orange coloration warns would-be predators that the organism is
poisonous. In the same way, humans use bright orange as an indicator of
danger, or to be cautious. Explore how colors and patterns impact the natural
world, and relate those observations to your own experiences.
Activities
Color Search and Brainstorm
Take some time to observe a natural area near your home. Explain that your
goal is to observe what colors and patterns are present. Make a list of which
colors are most common and which are uncommon. Brainstorm why that might
be. Is it because of human influence? Do plants or landforms play a role?
After identifying the most common color(s), try to count how many different
shades of that color are present. Do the same with the least common color(s).
Other questions to ask: Which colors seemed to stand out the most? Which
colors were hard to notice? Do we see the colors many other places? Were
some colors always together? Are there any colors we didn’t see at all?
Household Hide and Seek
Take turns picking household items and hiding them in the area you just
observed. No peeking! Use camouflage and color coordination to pick the
best hiding places. (This activity works especially well with toy animals, if you
have them). Try to hide items at different levels and heights to explore all areas
of the environment. If time and interest allows, repeat the activity (using the
same objects) in a different environment. What changed?
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Notes for adult leaders: When hiding and seeking, make sure to model the
behavior you want to see in the learner. Go slowly and carefully. Try not to
point and shout before considering the situation fully. Talk through your
thoughts while seeking (ex: “Hmm…I am trying to see if there are any patterns
that get broken up.” Or “I remember that most of this area was green, so that
would be a good color for something to be if it wanted to hide.”)
Debrief questions to ask: Which items were easiest to hide and why? Which
items were hardest to hide and why? (Repeat with items hardest and easiest to
find). Did you use any strategies when hiding things? What was your plan? Was
there anything you looked for when searching?
***This activity could also be done using the printed cards from the following activity.

Colorful Conversations and Sorting
Using the images provided below, discuss what you notice about the colors
and patterns on each of these animals. Where might they live? What does their
coloration help them with?
Try to sort the animals into groups. (ex: blending in vs. standing out, bright vs.
dull, warm colors vs. cold colors, in the sky vs. on the ground, etc.) Allow the
learner to also come up with ways to sort the images. Talk through why certain
things go in which groups. Challenge each other to explain your answers.
Other questions to ask: Do any of these animals remind you of human things?
Do we use any of the same colors to do the same job? Where would you and I
get sorted? Which of these animals do you think could survive in the area we
explored—why? Some of these animals are big, and some are small—how do
you think this changes the way they use their colors?
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